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Deoember 1& 2013

The Honorable Doc Hasti4gs
Chalrman
Committec on Netural Resou¡cse
1324 Loagworür House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

The.Ilonorable Fred Upf on
Chairnarr:
Commíttee on Ënergy and Commerce
2125 Raybum Housê Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Hastings and Chairman Upton:

We are writing to request thåt tlre Committees on Natural Resouces and Ener.gy and
Co¡om-E¡ce hold a j.oirt hearing on tlre lssue of induced seismieity fro:n wastewater injeotion
wells.

The tier¡le¡ldous boÖrr¡ in [J-S. oi1 ¡ind nan¡isl gas prodr.rction over the pâst severdl y-esrs

hâs bçen the tesutt ofthe expanded use oftrydrar¡lie fracturing aud hodzontøI dri[ing tøhniques
that gEuc{¿to .large quantitics of w,aslewater¡ which is oftea dispoæd of tfuough underground
iujgctior, Undelgfp,und fluid þieotion har .beo-n kqow¡ to håve tbe potential to,easse
earthqutakrs s'llco the phenomenon wae fi$t observod in Colo¡ado ìn the 1960s. A,reient report
by the.National Rcsearch Council linked seismic eveíts to wastewater injection in Arkansæ,
New l¿kxico, Ohio, Texns,,and oth¡t Jocations.'t

In,Ootober, the U.S, .Geological Strvey {USGS) and ttre Oklahorna Geological.Survey,
lssued * stateme¡it htghlighting the over-teiqfold inc¡ease in earthqurake ftequency ìn Oklahorira
since 2009, Their æralysis found that a-contributing factor to that increase "may be from
aitivities such as wastewater disposál.'¿ Earlier this yeal, a pe€r-r€viewed study in the joumal
Geolog lÍnked underg¡ound.fluid i¡{ection lo îhe largest earthquake over resorded in the staæ of
Oklahoma-a magnitude 5.7 qualc Íú November 20tr 1 thst resulted in two.injuries and signiñcirnt
propelty damage.r

Ii is not cleal úat cuneÍ¡t fequiremôtÍ.s uqder the ,Safo. Drhklng Water Aet Under:ground
Injaction Control (UXÇ) prograrn areradçqqat€ to adtlress the ri,sk posed by inducod seisnnicity to

I Indaced SeìsmìciÐ, Potential ín Entøt Taohr¡otogl€s, Nati{ü¡t Aôadèmies P¡€ss, 20 l3 ,

'? U.S. Geological Süvcy ând Okl¿homa Geologlcal Suivey, Eanhr¡uake Swarm Continu€s in Cenhal Oklahoma
(Octob€r 22, 20 I 3) (onlinc at http://www. uÊs$.gov/newsroom/ârlicle.asÞ? I D=3 7 I 0),i 
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critical .sgrfaee inftast$etqe sush as fl¡clear pow€r plants ,and dams, rrot to mention hrymes sr¡d
br¡"sincsses in,'tho v.ioinity of iqiectiou wellS. The UIC pemritting process ounently does nottakg
pmtection of'surface faeilítìes,jrrto considetation. Fr¡¡ther¡riore, UIC regulations do not appÊar to
require the appropriaæ lwei of data collection necessary for scientists to pþoirC the locations
.and ,eauses of mgny pptentially iTlduged eaftbquakes antl tor deterüine vi,êrsto rnitigate or avOid
them,

EPA bogan axrrnining the issue ofindueed seismicþ ftom under.ground iqþfion in
2011, An agençy .working group. drafred. â r€Fort about t}¡é potential triggers of iirjection-induoed
seis$ricity àrld how UIC tegulators can minimize these sçi$rric ev.onts, Unforfunøely, the
ageficy has yetlo'üBalize rhìs rçort.a

In light ofThe increased seismic activity in hitherto seismicalþ inactive locations, the
need fpr additlonal,data, and the potential regulatory gaps under theIJIe progfarn, we request
tl!ât:yoo gorrv€ne ajcult ovçrsight hering on this topic at the earliest possible oppgr.tunrty:.

Thank you for your attÉntion to this critic¿l issue.

fu w^q.Ø,,t,,
Rarking:Minpri.ty Membcr Rarking Minority Mem:ber
House Committee on Natural ResouÌees litrsuse Cor¡mittee o$ Energy and Commerce

4 
'Ðo h4t'ap¿rate'quilçr'linfte( dtsposql tie.tß - EPA drull repoü,E&E (J.uly 2?, 20t3),


